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WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL 
COUNCIL MEETING – 11 SEPTEMBER 2017 
 
QUESTION BY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC 
 
Notice of the following question has been received:- 
 
1. Question from Richard Peeters 
  

“I am a landlord with house-share properties (HMOs) in Hatfield since 2004. 
We pay contractors to maintain the gardens, and part of their task is to 
remove all garden waste.  
 
We therefore have no need for the brown wheelie bins, and nor do the 
tenants of those properties. This was the case long before the introduction of 
the fees for collecting garden waste. We have no space to store them, and 
offered to return them to the Council (whose property they are).   
 
The Council’s Waste team responded that the Council did not want them 
back; had no use for unwanted wheelie bins; and no scheme to reassign them 
to other residents. They said that we should take the unwanted wheelie bins 
to the County recycling centres and dispose of them there (in the rigid plastics 
skip). They would remove those bins from their database. 
 
We have previously been charged £60 to replace damaged or stolen wheelie 
bins, and told that reflects the actual cost of wheelie bins to the Council. 
 
As taxpayers we “own” all the wheelie bins and it seems more than a shame 
to be told to dump the unwanted ones, even in unused condition.  
 
The Council must surely be able to make use of them elsewhere: new 
housing estates don’t really need brand new wheelie bins, just bins initially in 
decent and clean condition. 
 
There may be hundreds of unwanted brown wheelie bins, and there may be 
some residents who need and would willingly pay for collection of two or more 
brown wheelie bins. 
 
What about reusing them in public parks to collect litter and dog waste? 
 
If Council truly cannot think of some better fate for the unwanted wheelie bins, 
then may we be allowed to take ownership of ours, and those of other 
residents and landlords if they wish to dispose of them?” 

 


